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Note:

This	Sonata	is	in	4	continuous	movements	lasting	approximately	23	minutes.

Like	my	previous	Sonatas	it	explores	the	potential	of	a	distinctive	group	of	5	pitches	
and	their	inversion	-	in	this	case	they	form	the	well	known	harmonies	of	a	Major	9th
chord	and	a	minor	9th	chord.		

The	Sonata	is	a	free	association	of	ideas	on	this	subject	( like	an	improvisation)	-	as	if
presenting	a	succession	of	diverse	'characters'	who	all	inhabit	the	same	place,	while	their
surrounding	landscape	is	shown	in	different	light,	different	seasons	and	evoking	different
moods.

After	the	previous	Sonata	(which	travelled	through	stranger	territory	and	was	more
demanding)	it	felt	natural	to	return	to	easier	ground,	applying	the	same	concepts	to
simpler,	less	angular	material.	I	wanted	to	allow	some	melodies	with	more	familiar
contours,	and	not	require	a	lot	of	sophistication	on	the	part	of	the	listener.

Nevertheless	there	is	still	room	for	some	quite	lateral	ideas	and	a	range	of	perspectives
on	
the	source	material.		There	is	a	certain	amount	of	nostalgia	-	these	harmonies	were	ones
I	
first	composed	in	a	long	time	ago	(as	demonstrated	by	the	quote	from	the	opening	bar
of	my	student	composition	'Piano	Piece	1 977').		There	are	no	other	conscious	quotes
although,	having	enjoyed	watching	a	lot	of	the	recent	piano	competition	streamed	from
Warsaw,	the	spirit	of	Chopin	is	never	too	far	away.		

An	energetic	and	expressive	performance	is	appropriate	so	that	the	nostalgia	does	not
become	too	'soft'	or	feel	too	predictable.	(Similarly,	although	pedalling	is	shown,	this
ultimately	is	at	the	discretion	of	the	performer	and	can	be	a	bit	'drier'	if	desired.)

The	4	movements	can	be	described	as	follows:

1 . Exposition	of	a	wide	range	of	ideas	-	mostly	energetic	and	flowing
2. Slower	movement	with	allusions	to	bell-like	chiming	and	older	style	counterpoint
3. Jazz	influenced	ideas	with	some	recapitulation	-	leading	to:
4. Energetic	finale	in	stricter	tempo	with	allusions	to	'House'	style	music	
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