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Note:

This Sonata is in one continuous movement lasting approximately 19 minutes.  

It is a sequence of characterful ideas, free explorations of a very well defined harmonic 

and melodic space.  The material is derived from the 5 pitches heard in 

bars 1 & 2, their inversion heard in bar 26, and other transpositions of these pitches at

the chosen primary interval of a major 3rd. This creates the distinctive scale used 

throughout (which turns out to be the same as Messiaen mode 3).  

This approach provides a very rich field of possibilites, allowing for simple tonal triadic

harmony found within the scale, whole tone patterns, as well as more advanced lateral 

pitch connections.

I felt it was worthy of the title Sonata because the considerable improvisational freedom 

all takes place within a careful and coherent language.  

The Sonata may be thought of as a sequence of very different characters all breathing 

the same air, and living within the same musical landscape.  

The more these are characterised and made to flow the better. The performer 

may use considerable freedom in interpretation with jazz as a model.  

For example in Figure 3 there is a harmonic sequence and melody, something 

like that which occurs in Bach and Handel Fantasias, where the rhythm is flexible

 ...I could have just written out the chords and the tune as the basis for improvisation 

but instead I have given a possible realisation.  For this section the performer may take the

notation as a guide for their own interpretation and not feel constrained by metrical notation.

The piece may be thought of as sub-dividing into 8 sections: 

1. Figures 1 to 4

2. Figures 5 to 12

3. Figures 13 to 14

4. Figures 15 to 26

5. Figures 27 to 28 

6. Figures 29 to 36

7. Figures 37 to 38

8. Figures 39 to 48

Whilst I have not used 'sonata form' there are some similarities - a sense of thematic 

exposition at the start; section 5 perhaps fulfils the function of a minuet and trio 

i.e. a self contained movement comprising 2 simple and 'light' rhythmic  ideas to 

provide a break from concentrated listening; and section 8 resembles a sonata final 

movement i.e. an up-tempo ending with a coda. 

 



{

{

{

{

{

Piano mp

q=96 poco accel. 

1

° ° °

Pno.
mf

q=100 q=104poco accel. 

5

° ° ° °

Pno.
mp

q=112poco accel. 

10

° ° °

Pno. mp

rit. 

15

° ° ° °

Pno.

A tempo

20

° ° ° ° °

4

4

3

4

4

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

4

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

&

Play freely, as if improvising, 
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