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Note:

This Sonata is in one continuous movement lasting approximately 26 minutes.

Like my previous Sonata it may be thought of as an improvisation - a free association of characterful ideas - exploring a 

very well-defined harmonic and melodic space.  All the material is derived from the 2 harmonies heard on the opening page:  

each has 5 notes and they are related (one is an inversion of the other). 

(A jazz musician might characterise them as Major 7th chords with either a b6 or #9 extension, but they can be viewed in 

many different ways.)

The Sonata is presented as 'mix' of character pieces (possibly similar to the music of Robert Schumann).

The wide range of ‘styles’ present and their juxtaposition seems slightly surreal.  It may help the performer to 

conceive of the piece as a dream…concentrating on the intoxication of the moment rather than on trying to discern 

any overall structure.

That said, the Sonata can be thought of as dividing into 8 sections (with an Optional Cadenza):

1. Figures 1 to 6 : Exposition (presentation of the 2 harmonies and inital ideas)

2. Figures 7 to 12 : Fast energetic group of 5 character pieces

3. Figures 13 to 17 : Slow section 

4. Figures 18 to 20: Interlude: Gigue / Slow section / Gigue in 2/4

5. Figures 21 to 27: Jazz influenced group of pieces

6. Figure  28: ‘Mozartian’ Ostinato (with flashbacks)

7: Figures 29 to 30:  Tremolo 'alarm' and ‘Minuet’

- Optional Cadenza (to be composed by the performer using a consistent harmonic language)

8. Figures 31 to 33: Recapitulation

The dream-like, other-worldly nature of the music is something that I encouraged and it seems to emanate from 

the intervals present - a predominance of 3rds/6ths, some minor 2nds/major 7ths and 4ths/5ths but 

no major 2nds/minor 7ths and no tritones.  

It’s a slightly strange, edgy, energised environment without the familiar whole tone step present in most music. 

I was looking for a more gritty sound than my previous Sonata after a comment by my friend and former tutor  

Peter Hill: "I'd be interested to see how you'd write something more 'dense', more contrapuntal, even nastier - 

but if that's not in your nature - don't!" 

It seems my nature wouldn’t allow anything ‘nasty’ for too long - at times there is a deliberate emphasis on dissonant 

intervals eg. the ‘barking dogs’ at figure 9 - but these barks are then softened with chords built on 3rds. Occasionally the 

music becomes contrapuntal and a little complex - but then there is the contrast of very simple harmonious tonal ideas, 

for example, the tune at fig. 15 and the ‘Mozartian’ ostinato at figure 28.

There are deliberate allusions to A.I. music.  Having written a ‘Translator’ plug in for the Sibelius score writing 

programme I was familiar with the sound of my harmonic style when it is generated by a computer.  So the start of 

page 2 (with its wide alternating intervals) and episodes like the bursts of 32nd notes in Figure 7, the strange 

extrapolation of the gigues, and the weird rising progression at bar 465 figure 23 are deliberate evocations of that slightly 

mechanistic ‘artificial’ computer world.  But the performance of the Sonata should not be mechanical.

I should perhaps mention some composers who drift into view: 

Luciano Berio seems to be present occasionally (for example at bar 209) 

Franz Liszt appears at bar 232  (- I had fallen asleep following YouTube scores and awoke during his Mephisto 

waltz just as it was playing my Sonata’s harmony so felt it deserved a reference)

Alexander Scriabin's Opus 11 Prelude in Db at figure 17

Johann Sebastian Bach (sort of) in the gigue at figure 18 

and a deliberate moment of Jean Barraqué's Sonata at bar 410.

(Perhaps there are others but these were the only conscious allusions.)
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