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Instrumentation:

Flute
Oboe
Clarinet in A
Alto Saxophone
Bassoon

Horn in F
Trumpet in Bb
Trombone
Tuba
Piano (can be digital)
Keyboard *
Strings
*Apple Mainstage, Sculpture:
(‘Shimmering Keys’, Bespoke Tuning
or a different keyboard with a similar sound)

Score in C

Duration c. 16 minutes 45 seconds

A Demo recording made by the composer is available on request



Note for performers:

There are some moments in Just Intonation for the keyboard. These are optional as the
piece can work in 12 edo, and I wouldn’t want potential performers to be discouraged. On
the other hand they spring naturally from my approach, as mysterious interludes, so if
they can be performed like that so much the better !

I have indicated the precise tuning in cents to 3 decimal places. On one occasion I have
asked some members of the orchestra to adjust their tuning to try to match this - the figure
given is also in cents but rounded (eg. c 15 cents). Even that is very precise - there is no
need to obsess ! Just make your best attempt to get near it.

The flute is sometimes scored low in a way that works nicely on the demo recording but

may be difficult to project in performance - several options are all acceptable: playing an

alto flute or even a bass flute if one is available; using 2 flute players; using some subtle
amplification; as a last resort playing an octave higher.

Programme Note:

After writing several orchestral works where the material was pre-planned,

I wanted to write something more spontaneous where ideas were thrown around and
varied by the individual players and groups. In this I was seeking to emulate the quick
witted ‘conversational’ model of the Classical era (Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven) whilst still
saying something new. Hence the title:

‘The Art of Conversation’.

All the material comes from 2 very simple main themes heard at the beginning, so the
focus of the listener is primed to be on how these are developed and varied.

I wrote the piece straight into the score and had no idea what the journey was going to be
or how it would end ! The only notion was that it would be sequence of episodes, each
marked by some kind of cadence. The journey is wide ranging and fast changing, utilising
various techniques: simple variation using modal exchange, ‘Pitch Translation” taking us
into unfamilar territory, microtones, and rhythmic variation (especially using my
technique of “Harmonic Beats’) . The piece begins with the players almost talking across
each other in different modes, each with a different idea of the material, and there is
further conflict, but by the end all is reconciled.
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gradually slide A from 15 cents
sharp to 'normal' A at Fig. 36

Normal tuning

If Digital piano, gradually slide

from 15 cents

sharp to 'normal' A at Fig. 36
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